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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

òI thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy 
 in every one of my prayers for all of you, 

because of your sharing of the Gospel 
from the first day until now.ó 

Philippians 3:2-5 

 
 òFrom the first day until now.ó  For some of you the first day at The First United 
Methodist Church of Parkersburg was quite a few years ago.  For others it has been more 
recent.  As Paul shares with the church at Philippi the greeting printed above he is re-
calling the first day, when he, Paul, first preached at Philippi.  
 It is not the least bit difficult for me to recall the day six years ago when this con-
gregation and community welcomed the ònew preacheró and his family to Parkersburg.  
Nor is it difficult for me to recall the first Sunday I preached in the worship we celebrated 
just a few days after we arrived (the sermon title was òHorrific Good Newsó). 
 Of particular relevance to me is the thanksgiving Paul expresses as he remembers 
all that has happened since òthe first day.ó  More than that, he constantly prays with joy 
òbecause of the sharing of the Gospel from the first day until now.ó  I know what he means!  So 
many good things have happened in the last six years; so many people and events have 
been the channel through which the Good News of the Gospel has been shared.  I joyful-
ly remember you in my prayers.  Furthermore, I am confident of this, that the One who began 
a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christó (Philippians 1:6).  
Even so, come Lord Jesus, come. 
 
      In Christõs Service,   
        

 

 
      Rev. Dr. Timothy J. Allen, Pastor 

From the Pastorõs Pen 
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May 2 
 

Acts 11:1-18 
Psalm 148 

Revelation 21:1-6 
John 13:31-35 

 
May 9 

 

Acts 16:9-15 
Psalm 67 

Revelation 21:10, 22ð22:5 
John 14:23-29 
May 16 

 

Acts 16:16-34 
Psalm 97 

Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21 
John 17:20-26 

 
May 23ðDay of Pentecost 

 

Acts 2:1-21 
Psalm 104:24-43, 35b 
Romans 8:14-17 
John 14:8-17, 25-27 

May 30ðTrinity Sunday 
 

Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 

Psalm 8 
Romans 5:1-5 
John 16:12-15 

 
 

Reading and studying the lection-
ary scriptures each week helps 
prepare your heart and mind for 
worship service each Sunday. 

THE LITURGICAL CORNER  

ASCENSION SUNDAY 
 

òAs they were watching, he was lifted up, 

and a cloud took him out of their sightó.       
(Acts 1:9) 

 

 Within the season of Easter we cele-
brate Ascension Day, forty days after Easter 
and ten days before the day of Pentecost.  
Jesus Christ, the One who was crucified and 
raised again to new life, is now lifted to glo-
ry and power, and Christõs followers are 
promised the gift of the Holy Spirit.  Ascen-
sion Day proclaims the fullness of Easter, 
for Jesus Christ is risen to rule over all crea-
tion, seated at the right hand of Almighty 
God. 
 The time frame of forty days after 
Easter and ten days before Pentecost is 
Scripturally based and as such, always plac-
es Ascension Day on a Thursday.  Although 
the Ascension is sometimes remembered in 
a special service on that day, it may be re-
membered in Lordõs day worship the Sun-
day before Pentecost.  Such will be the case 
for us as First United Methodist Church this 
year.  The Ascension will be our theme dur-
ing morning worship on Sunday, 16 May, 
thereby helping us to anticipate Pentecost.  

PENTECOST 
 

 The Day of Pentecost marks the end of 
the 50 day season of Easter.  On the Day of 
Pentecost we particularly remember and cele-
brate the fullness of Godõs promises in Jesus 
Christ:  the whole sweep of Christõs death and 
resurrection, His ascension, and the sending of 
the Holy Spirit with all Godõs gifts and com-
missioning power for ministry.  
 The word Pentecost, taken from the 
Greek, means òfifty daysó and is derived from 
the Jewish festival of Shavuot, which took 
place fifty days after Passover.   The Jewish 
festival was an annual commemoration of the 
giving of the Law to Moses, and the establish-
ment of a new relationship between Israel and 
God.  Pentecost indicates the establishment of 
a new relationship between God and followers 
of Jesus Christ. 
  Pentecost is the celebration of the new cre-
ation of the church of Jesus Christ as recorded in 
the second chapter of Acts.  As Christ was raised 
from the dead, the Body of Christ (the Church) was 
given new life by the Spirit (breath) of God,   send-
ing the church into the world to carry out Christôs 
mission; breaking down walls and overcoming di-
visions that keep people from knowing their true 
unity in God.  The traditional liturgical color for 
Pentecost is red.  We will observe and celebrate the 
Day of Pentecost during morning worship on Sun-
day, 23 May. 

MAY LECTIONARY READINGS 
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 Charles Wesley wrote the hymn ñAnd Are 
We Yet Aliveò in 1749 giving meaning to the con-
ference of preachers that his brother, John Wesley, 
had called together; and, year after year in confer-
ences around the world those of the Wesleyan tradi-
tion sing: 
 

And are we yet alive, and see each otherôs face? 
Glory and thanks to Jesus give for his almighty 

grace! 
What troubles have we seen, what mighty conflicts 

past, 
Fightings without, and fears within, since we assem-

bled last! 
Then let us make our boast of his redeeming power,  
Which saves us to the uttermost, till we can sing no 

more. 
Let us take up the cross till we the crown obtain, 
And gladly reckon all things loss so we may Jesus 

gain. 
   (Hymn 553, UM HYMNAL) 
 

 We gather just like John Wesley did year 
after year with his preachers ï asking where we 
have been, what are we preaching and teaching, and 
where will we go and what will we do for the next 
year.  The West Virginia Annual Conference for 
years has gathered at West Virginia Wesleyan Col-
lege (well over 1200 persons in Wesley Chapel). 
  

So what is Annual Conference? 
Annual Conference is: 
¶ Gathering with clergy and lay members to con-
fer together about the direction of the Church; 

¶ Meaningful worship and preaching; 
¶ Fellowship with friends, and new acquaintances; 
¶ Discussions, debate, decisions about the ministry 
of the Church; 

¶ Approving the fiscal and financial business of 

the Church; 
¶ Inspiration about the purpose and mission of the 
Church; 

¶ Fixing the appointments of pastors and other 
clergy in extension ministry to fields of labor for 
a new year; 

¶ Ordaining persons called to ministry for preach-
ing, sacraments, service, and administration of 
the Church. 

 
 I like Annual Conference!  I pray for Annual 
Conference!  I have hopes and dreams for Annual 
Conference! 
 
 Join together in remembering and praying 
for our resident Bishop, Ernest S. Lyght, as he pre-
sides and leads us in this yearôs gathering; remem-
bering all clergy who serve in the life of the Annual 
Conference as pastors and in other ministries; re-
membering in prayer all lay members from churches 
and charges of the Annual Conference.  Join in 
praying that Godôs Spirit guides and directs all we 
do and say. 
 
 Making the June 10-13 pilgrimage from First 
UMC, Parkersburg, to WVWC in Buckhannon will 
be your pastor, Bill Atwell as your lay member, Rita 
Hennen and KellyAnn Allen as a lay equalization 
delegates, Zachary Allen as a General Board mem-
ber, Sarah Allen as a young adult member, and 
Rachael Allen as a page. 
 

WEST VIRGINIA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

Relay for Life 
 

Members of our congregation will be participating in the American Cancer Societyôs 
annual Relay for Life May 14-15.  If you would like to sponsor someone you know, 
please contact Karen Wigal, Letha Mason, or the church office at 304-428-0111.   
Walkers are still needed.  Get a group of your friends together and join the fun at 
City Park Friday evening or Saturday.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

 

West Virginia Wesleyan Concert Chorale tours a 
different part of the United States each year.  Con-
certs are given in churches throughout the country, 
many of which are the home churches of Chorale 
members and Wesleyan alumni.  This year they will 
be in concert at First United Methodist Church, the 
home church of chorale member Zachary Allen and 
home to several Wesleyan alumni and supporters.  

 
Music of a Time and a Place 

 The time is the 1860s and the place is Amer-
ica.  The concert presents some of the hymns that 
were sung during this period ï ñSweet Hour of Pray-
erò, ñShall We Gather at the Riverò, ñAmazing 
Graceò (sung to the tune ñJewettò in the camp meet-
ings and by others to the now familiar ñNew Brit-
ainò), ñA Pilgrim and a Strangerò and ñWeeping 
Maryò which are from the Social Harp.    
 

 Music that was sung in homes is represented 

by Stephen Foster, ñJeannie with the Light Brown 
Hairò, and George Root, ñThe Vacant Chairò.   
 ñSwing Low Sweet Chariotò, ñWade in the 
Waterò, and ñFollow the Drinking Gourdò come to 
us from the underground railroad experiences.   
 The concert concludes with contemporary 
settings of two texts from the period:  a letter from 
Sullivan Ballou to his wife Sarah which has been set 
by James Syler and selections from Walt Whitmanôs 
Leaves of Grass, set by Paul Rardin  
 The choir is conducted by Dr. Larry Parsons 
and accompanied by Melody Meadows. 
 

 Two road trips were taken this 
springñone to Amish country in Ohio and 
the other to Bridgeport, W. Va. for the Ninth 
Annual Scottish Festival and Celtic Gathering 
sponsored by The Scottish Heritage Society 
of North Central West Virginia.   
 On Friday, 25 June, the Pastorõs Road 
Trips come full circle with a trip to 
Grandview Outdoor Theater just outside of 
Beckley.  Six years ago the first Pastorõs 

Road Trip was to this theater to experience 
Honey In the Rock.  Now, our last such trip 
will be to experience Hatfields and McCoys.   
 For more information about the trip 
contact the pastor.  Sign-up sheets are post-
ed on the bulletin 
board across 
from the church 
office.  
 

UPCOMING òROAD TRIPó 

The daughters of Thomas Henry Dawson (Judy Long, Peggy Warner, and Nancy Campbell) 

will host a birthday reception for him Saturday, June 5, 2010 from 2 to 4 p.m. in the church parlor. 

Hank will be 90 on the 4th of June. Everyone is invited to the celebration.  

West Virginia Wesleyan Concert Chorale 
Thursday, May 13, 7:00 p.m. at First United Methodist Church 

Please join us for an evening of music.   
Free Will Offering to be Received 
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Lord,  
We are thankful for the abundant blessings you 
have bestowed on America.  Our forefathers 
looked to you as protector, provider, and the 
promise of hope. But we have wandered far 
from that firm foundation.  May we repent for 
turning our backs on your faithfulness.  
 

We pray that this great nation will be restored 
by your forgiveness. 
From bondage, you grant freedom. 
Through your own sacrifice, you offer salva-
tion.  From the state of despair, you offer peace. 
From the bounties of heaven, you have 
blessedñnot because of our goodnessñbut by 
your grace. 
 

You have given us freedom to worship you in 
spirit and in truth as you holy word instructs.  
May our lives honor you in word and deed.  
May our nation acknowledge that all good 
things come for the father above. 
 

President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed that 
our nations should set apart a day for national 
prayer to confess our sins and transgressions in 
sorrow:  ò...yet with assured hope that genuine  
 

 
repentance will lead to mercy and par-
don...announced in the holy scriptures and 
proven by all history, that those nations only 
are blessed whose God is the Lord.ó 
òWe have vainly imagined in the deceitfulness 
of our own hearts, that all these blessings were 
produced by some superior wisdom and virtue 
of our own...we have become too self-sufficient 
to feel the necessity of redeeming and preserv-
ing grace, too proud to pray to the God who 
made us!  It behooves us then...to confess our 
national sins and to pray for clemency and for-
giveness.ó 
 

Help us to pray earnestly for our president and 
leaders who govern, that they will humble 
themselves and seek your guidance so that eve-
rything we do will shine the light of your glory 
in a darkened world.  
 

May our prayers as a people and a nation be 
heard and blessed for such a time as this.  We 
make this plea in faith, believing in the mighty 
name of Jesus our Lord. 
 

Amen. 

National Day of Prayer  
May 6, 2010 

The prayer group asks you to join in praying 
for Rev. Allen and his family as they make their 
move to Wheeling. 
Some suggestions for prayer based on scrip-
tures: 
¶ That his calling to serve the Lord will re-

main focused as he deals with the moving 
process. (Ephesians 4:1-2) 

 

¶ That he and his entire family will see Godõs 
hand in all phases of the transition and 
know He will get them through any prob-
lems/adversities that come up. (I Peter 5:7) 

¶ That his faith and trust in God will be 
demonstrated by the way he lives. (James 
2:22) 

¶ That he will be very aware of Godõs will for 
his life. (Colossians 1:9) 

The prayer group of our church encourages all of us to be in prayer for our country and its leaders.  The 
prayer printed above is a good place to begin. 

People in Prayer 
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Habitat for Humanity Blitz Buildñtwo homes 

in two days!  June 19-20. 

Volunteers are needed. Go to 

www.woodcountyhabitat.org for more infor-

mation or call 304-422-7907. 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE  
 
 

Volunteers in Our Church 
Serve Christ by Serving Others 

 

Narthex Greeting Schedule 
May 2     Bill and Kelley Cartwright  
May 9                          Connie Hinkle  
May 16            David and Judy Long  
May 23               Ralph and Julie Bell 
May 30                       Barbara Phillips 

 

Schedule for Ushers 
May 2ñRachael Allen, Jason DeHaven,  

Joshua DeHaven, Kelsey Eagle 
May 9ñKrista Bee, Craig Mason, 
Letha Mason, Bill Winderweedle  

May 16ñBob Corathers, Rita Hennen, 
Pat Safstrom, Sharon Sasfstrom 

May 23ñGary Archer, Karen Archer,  
Julie Bell, Ralph Bell 

May 30ñMike Brannock, Connie Hinkle,  
Debi Randolph, Lynne Taliaferro  

 
 

Nursery Worker Schedule 
May 2ñKrista Bee 

May 9ñKelsey Eagle/Karen Wigal  
May 16ñPam Corathers 

May 23ñGwen West 
May 30ñKelley Cartwright  

 

Evening of Fellowship  
each Sunday at 5 p.m. 

Food will be prepared by the  
Outreach Committee and other volunteers.  

Please let Karen Wigal know when  
you will be able to help.  

PUM needs for May:  canned soups and stew, 
evaporated milk 
 

Gustke Center needs for May: toilet tissue 
 

Collections boxes are on the counter in the 
church office.  Items are delivered to PUM and 
Gustke Center each week.  Your donations can 
make a difference. Please add the monthly needs 
to your shopping list.    Thank you.  

Remember to Recycle 
*Aluminum cans are being collect-

ed by the Boy Scouts; leave your 

cans in the cardboard barrel in the 

alcove near the menõs restroom 

downstairs. 

*Glass containers, bi-metal cans, and plastic con-

tainers are being collected in the bin underneath 

the dishwasher in the kitchen. 

*Cardboard can be left in the box to the right of 

the stove in the kitchen. 

*Flower vases and baskets can be taken to Fox 

Florist in Vienna (or brought to the office) for 

credit to United Methodist Women. 

*Unused cardsñany occasionñare needed by 

United Methodist Women to send to shut-ins. 

Cards can be left in the church office. 

Hospice Volunteer Opportunity 
 

Volunteers are needed to help hospice resi-
dents of Wood County.  Amedisys Hospice 
of Parkersburg will present a short program 
on Thursday, May 20 at 3:00 at PMC Build-
ing 417 Grand Park Drive, in front of Grand 
Central Mall. The program will be an over-
view of the hospice philosophy and how to 
make a difference in some oneôs life during 
a trying time. Please call ahead for more 
details and to ensure that enough materials 
will be available.  
Contact:  Kathy Casto, 304-424-6270.  
The program will be repeated on Wednes-
day, June 16 at 3:00. No medical experi-
ence necessary. 
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May 2 
David Stephens 

 

May 6 
Rachael Allen 

 

May 7 
Lillith Crichton 
Norman McCrary 

 

May 9 
Joan Mason 

 

May 10 
Rockey Kerns 

 

May 12 
Henry Chaney 
Gwen West 

 

May 16 
Bettie Robinson 

 

May 19 
Dee Dee Forshey 

 

May 21 
Susan Waters 

 

May 22 
Tom Stemple 

 

May 23 
Bill Atwell 

 

May 24 
Debbie Atwell 
Luke Frazier 

 

May 26 
David Long 

 

May 29 
Dean Waters 

 

May 30 
Timothy Allen 
Beverly Brannock 
Mary Neal Christian 

 

May 31 
John Bryan 

 

Happy Birthday!  
May the Lord bless 

and keep you.  

BIRTHDAYS WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
 

May 5 
Bill and Lee Nelson 

 

May 18 
Brian and Marilyn Schroeder 

 

May 19 
Bruce and Judy Reed 

 

May 27 
James and Dee Dee Forshey 

 

May 28 
Kent and Beth Kloes 

 

May 29 
Andrew and Val Woofter 
Lewis and Betsy Albright 

 

May 31 
Mike and Beverly Brannock 

 

Weekly Events  
 

Sunday 
Sunday School, 9:30 a.m. 

Coffee and Conversation, 10:15 a.m. 
Worship, 10:45 a.m. 

Evening of Fellowship, 5:00 p.m. 
 
 

Monday 
Handbell Choir, 6:30 p.m. 
Bible Study, 7:00 p.m. 
Boy Scouts, 7:00 p.m. 

 
 

Thursday 
Sanctuary Choir, 6:30 p.m. 

 
 

Friday 
People in Prayer, 12:15 p.m. 

 

 

MEETING AND GATHERINGS 
 
 
 

May 4, Tuesday, 7 p.m. 
SOCIAL CONCERNS/MISSIONS 

 

May 11, Tuesday, 7 p.m. 
TRUSTEES 

 

May 12, Wednesday, 9:30 a.m. 
UMWOMEN EXEC. COMMITTEE 

May 12, 7 p.m. 
SUZANNAH CIRCLE 

 

May 16, Sunday, 8 a.m. 
UNITED METHODIST MEN 

 

May 18, Tuesday, 10 a.m. 
ESTHER CIRCLE 

 

May 19, Wednesday, 1 p.m. 
KINGôS DAUGHTERS 

 

May 19, Wednesday, 7 p.m. 
STAFF PARISH RELATIONS 

 

May 26, Wednesday, 7 p.m. 
OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

 
 
 

(Please check the weekly bulletin or the web-
site for updates on meeting dates or call your  
committee chairperson or the church office.) 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN  

Baseball Game Trip to Pittsburgh 
(Pirates vs. NY Mets) 

Sponsored by Little Kanawha District 
United Methodist Men 

 

Saturday, August 21, 7:05 p.m. 
Cost of bus fare and game ticket:  $48 
Food extra.  Reservations due:  July 15 

 

Contact:  Brian Farnsworth 
304-464-4398 

bfarnsworth@suddenlink.net 
 

This event is open to everyone. 

 

May Breakfast Meeting 
 

United Methodist Men, spouses, and guests 
will meet for a breakfast of pancakes and 

sausage on Sunday, May 16. 
The speaker will be Sue Jones who will tell 
about her recent trip to the Ukraine and 

Egypt and Israel. 
 

Breakfast will be 
served at 8 a.m.  
in Fellowship Hall.  

 

Suzannah Circle  
 

Suzannah Circle will meet Wednesday, May 12 at the home of Carol Power 7 p.m.  
 

New members are always welcome to join us.  

Executive Committee of UM Women will 
meet on Wednesday, May 12 at 9:30 a.m. 

Esther Circle will meet Tuesday,  
May 18 at 10:00 a.m. in the church parlor.   

 

Report from Parkersburg  

Urban Ministries 
 

Lenten Lunches held at 
FUMC raised $2,367.20 for 
PUM. 
During the first three months 
of 2010, 132 individuals/57 
families were helped through 
the food pantry and a total of 
$2,911.83 was paid for utili-
ties and prescriptions for peo-
ple in need. 

ODDS AND ENDS  

9ǎǎŜƴǝŀƭƭȅ ¸ƻǳǊǎ 
 

 Essentially Yours is a non-profit service provid-
ing essential household items to those who have been 
homeless but are moving into a dwelling.  Gently used 
items such as small appliances, linens (no used pillows), 
dishes, cooking utensils, and cookware are needed.  
Cleaning supplies and personal hygiene items are need-
ed also. 
 Donations are begin collected at the Salvation 
Army office at 534 5th Street.  Please specify that items 
are for Essentially Yours.   
 Essentially Yours is a project of The Voices of 
Triumph Gospel Community Choir.  More information 
is available from Chris Penn at 304-834-2107. 
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.ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ 
 

 An interdenominational women’s Bible 
Study Fellowship (BSF) meets in Parkersburg from 
September through May.  Women of all ages are 
invited.  A pre-school program teaching infants 
through age 6 is also provided. 
 The study for 2010-2011 will be the book 
of Isaiah.  Ladies interested in attending the Isaiah 
study in the fall may pre-register at the introduc-
tory class on Thursday, May 6 or Thursday, May 
13.  Classes meet from 9:10 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at 
Grace Baptist Church at the corner of Emerson 
Avenue and Rosemar Road.   
 For more information please contact 
Cathy Woodruff (304-489-9579), Sharon Safstrom 
(304-863-8277), or Val Woofter (304-428-9802).  
Information is also available at 
www.bsfinternational.org. 

 Come and see how much you learn about 
God’s true Word—the Holy Bible—by studying in 
BSF.  

Congratulations to  

Jessica Nigh and John Hickman III 

Married on April 5, 2010 

Pre-Annual Conference Workshop  

Sunday, May 16, 3:30 to 5 p.m. 

Mt. Pleasant UMC, Mineral Wells  

Summer Youth Celebration 
June 21-25 

West Virginia Wesleyan College 
Information at www.umyouthwv.org 

Pentecost  

Sunday, May 23  
Pentecost is often referred to as the 

birthday of the Christian church.   

Often sanctuaries are decorated with 

red to celebrate the day the Holy 

Spirit came as tongues of fire to the 

apostles.  You are encouraged to wear 

red on May 23 and join in the celebra-

tion.   

 

Monday Evening Bible Study :  THAT THE WORLD MAY KNOW  
FAITH LESSONS with RAY VANDER LAAN  

 

This study carries with it an open invitation and no text is required other than the Holy Bible.  
However, interested persons are asked to call the church office or inform the pastor of your intent to 
participate, so as to insure adequate number of handouts and other relevant materials.  Sessions 
will run from 7:00 to 8:30. The last session of this series will be May 24.  Please join us! 

 
Read Cycle:  2010 Annual Conference 

 

 Childrenõs books, reference, com-
mentaries, theology, devotional, novels, 
health, fiction, cookbooks, Bible, and mu-
sic books are needed to sell at Annual 
Conference. 
 Money collected from the sale will 
go to the Central Conference Pension Ini-
tiative.  
 If you have books you would like 
to donate please bring them to the church 
office by Monday, June 7. 
 (Please do not bring magazines, 
study books, or hymnals.)  
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West Virginia Wesleyan  
Concert Chorale 
Thursday, May 13 
7:00 p.m. at FUMC 
(see page 4 for more information) 

Church Staff 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Dr. Timothy J. Allen 
Assistant to the Pastor:  Sue Jones 
Music Director:  Jacob Young 

Choir Accompanist:  Megan Lavengood Grooms 
Handbell Director:  Judy Osbourne 
Family Life Coordinator:  Karen Wigal 
Nursery Worker:  David Hinerman 
Financial Secretary:  Pam Corathers 

Custodian:  Phil Nicholas 
Secretary:  Judy Long 

 

Office Hours:  9 a.m. to 4 p.m.    MondayðThursday 
9 a.m. to noon on Friday 

     Mother’s Day 
    Sunday, May 9 
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